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Retired Juniata Valley High
School English teacher and
local author Mike Fields
recently released the third in a
series of suspense novels set
against a scenic central Penn-
sylvania landscape.

“Iwin River III: A Death at
One Thousand Steps” features
the eponymous Huntingdon
County landmark as well as
other recognizable locations.

“The title of my books,
“Twin River,” is where the
Little Juniata and Juniata Riv-
ers meet. It’s a beautiful,
peaceful area. And the water
is clean and has a great fish
population,” Fields said. “The
setting is so important to a
novel. And there is no better
setting than  Huntingdon
County. When I selected the
Thousand Steps trail for Twin
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River III, I was looking at an
area of historical importance
and natural beauty. The book
and the thousand steps present
a challenging, exhilarating
experience.”

Although Fields has been a
longtime area resident, he first
climbed Thousand Steps three
years ago.

“I stopped and climbed
them and it was an eye opener.
First, I just wanted to figure
out if I could do it with a

“See Author
Page 3

Submitted photo

Local author Mike Fields
incorporated Thousand
Steps into his third
novel, “Twin River Ill: A
Death at One Thousand
Steps.” :

“The local climate here is
wonderful,” he said. “I like
people to see these places
through reading. I think we
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Fields began writing while
teaching overseas for the
Peace Corps and Internation-
al Voluntary Service in Thai-
land and Laos from 1963-
1968, during the Vietnam
War. .
“In 1967, L met John Stein-
beck, who was writing on the
Vietnam War for the Phila-
delphia Inquirer,” he said.
“He wrote about my experi-
ences when the Mecekong
flooded the area. After talk-
ing to Steinbeck, and with his
encouragement, I was deter-
mined to write a novel. Using
an old Smith Corona type-
writer, I finished my first
book, ‘Bridge Over Troubled
Water." It was about our
efforts to bring education and
peace to Southeast Asia. The
book went nowhere.”

Fields is hopeful “Twin
River III”" may gamer similar
attention as the previous two,
both of which garnered
national recognition.
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River II' won Indie Book
finalist recognition in the
military and terror catego-
ries,” said Fields. “So, I'll see
if “Twin River III’ can repeat
it. It’s rewarding to know that
the books I've written have
received recognition.

Although no book sign-
ings are currently scheduled,
Fields is considering a unique
event which will benefit the
Thousand Steps.

“I"d love to have a book
signing at the top of the
Thousand Steps and work it
out to have all of the dona-
tions go towards trail mainte-
nance,” he said.

The Twin River series can
be purchased online at Ama-
zon and Barnes & Noble.

April can be reached a
afeagley@huntingdondaily
news.com.



